
	

	
	
Mandatory Read 
Savvy   1070L      by Ingrid Law 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"--a magical 
power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident (Series). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________	
 
Took: A Ghost Story  690L     by Mary Downing Hahn  
A witch called Old Auntie is lurking near Dan's family's new home. He doesn't believe in her at first, but is 
forced to accept that she is real and take action when his little sister, Erica, is 'took' to become Auntie's slave for 
the next fifty years. 
 
Rules for Stealing Stars   702L    by Corey Ann Haydu  
Four sisters rely on each other--and a bit of mysterious magic--to cope with their mother's illness. 
 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone  880L   by J.K. Rowling  
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth 
while attending Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry.  I couldn’t resist!  (Series)  
 
Courage for Beginners  Lexile N/A    by Karen Harrington   
Twelve-year-old Mysti Murphy of Texas wishes she were a character in a book. If her life were fiction, she'd 
know how to solve her problems at school; take care of her family when her dad has to spend time in the 
hospital; and deal with her family's secret: that her mother is agoraphobic and never leaves the house. 
 
Under Their Skin  760L     by Margaret Peterson Haddix  
Nick and Eryn are surprised when their mother announces she’s getting remarried. But they become suspicious 
when she says they’ll never meet their stepbrother and stepsister. 
 
Circus Mirandus  710L     by Cassie Beasley  
When he realizes that his grandfather's stories of an enchanted circus are true, Micah Tuttle sets out to find the 
mysterious Circus Mirandus--and to use its magic to save his grandfather's life. 
 
A Year in the Life of a Total and Complete Genius     810L by Stacey Matson  
Seventh-grader Arthur Bean, soon-to-be a rich and famous author, has set two goals for himself: to win the 
school writing contest and to win the heart of his secret crush, Kennedy, but his life has had some major twists 
and turns lately, and the recent loss of his mother definitely complicates things. 
 
Sunny Side Up 240L      by Jennifer L. Holm 
Sunny Lewin is sent to live with her grandfather for the summer in Florida, where she befriends Buzz, a boy 
completely obsessed with comic books, and faces the secret behind why she is in Florida in the first place. 
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Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made 520L   by Stephan Pastis 
Resolving to earn so much money that his mother will no longer stress out over the bills, eleven-year-old 
Timmy Failure launches a detective business with a lazy polar bear partner named Total but finds their 
enterprise "Total Failure, Inc." challenged by a college-bound spy and a four-foot-tall girl whom Timmy refuses 
to acknowledge.  (Series) 
 
The Green Bicycle  790L     by Haifaa Al Mansour    
Since girls do not ride bikes in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, eleven year old Wadjda has to scheme to get her own. 
 
Ravenous   730L     by MarcyKate Connolly 
When her little brother, Hans, is captured by a witch, Greta agrees to help retrieve a coveted relic for the witch 
in exchange for Hans' freedom and teams up with new centaur friend Dalen on a journey in which she works to 
overcome foes and personal vulnerabilities. 
 
Pax  760L       by Sara Pennypacker  
When his father enlists in the military and makes him return his beloved pet fox to the wild, Peter, who has been 
sent to live with his grandfather hundreds of miles away, embarks on a journey filled with astonishing 
discoveries in order to be reunited with his fox. 
 
Hansel & Gretel  1030L     by Neil Gaiman 
Two abandoned children come upon a gingerbread cottage inhabited by a cruel witch who wants to eat them. 
 
 
Half a World Away   670L     by Cynthia Kadohata 
Twelve-year-old Jaden, an emotionally damaged adopted boy fascinated by electricity, feels a connection 
to a small, weak toddler with special needs in Kazakhstan, where Jaden's family is trying to adopt a "normal" 
baby. 
 
Echo   680L      by Pam Muńoz Ryan 
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a 
promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and 
Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth 
century, struggling to keep their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 
 
Rain Reign  720L      by Ann B. Martin   
Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a 
storm, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order 
to search for her pet. 
 
The Meaning of Maggie  690L    by Megan Jean Sovern 
Eleven-year-old Maggie Mayfield is an A-plus student with big plans for herself, but at this moment she is also 
facing a lot of problems--like starting middle school and figuring out how to help her father who is out of work 
and in a wheelchair. 
 
Guys Read: The Sports Pages 840L    by Jon Scieszka 
A witch doctor puts a curse on Derek Jeter and a lucky grapefruit determines the winner of the World Series in 
ten funny and inspiring original sports stories. Black-and-white illustrations.  (Series) 
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Fish in a Tree 550L    by Lynda Hunt 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is because she still doesn't 
know how to read. 
 
Smile 410L    by Raina Telgemeier 
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring 
her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, 
embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's still more to 
deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly.  
(Series/Graphic Novel) 
 
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things  570 L  by Lenore Look  
A young boy in Concord, Massachusetts, who loves superheroes and comes from a long line of brave Chinese 
farmer-warriors, wants to make friends, but first he must overcome his fear of everything. (Series) 
 
Odd, Weird & Little  580L     by Patrick Jennings 
Befriending a very strange new student, Toulouse, helps outsider Woodrow stand up to the class bullies who 
have been picking on them both. 
 
Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor  Lexile N/A by Jon Scieszka 
In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn on its 
own, and after an accident brings wisecracking Klink and overly expressive Klank to life, they set about helping 
Frank perfect his Antimatter Motor until his archnemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for his doomsday plan.  
(Series) 
 
The Apprentice's Quest  Lexile N/A   by Erin Hunter  
Living peacefully around a lake, the four Clans come to decipher a prophecy that leads one medicine cat 
apprentice on a quest to determine the fate of all the warrior Clans. 
 
The Hidden Oracle   Lexile N/A   by Rick Riordan 
After angering his father Zeus, the god Apollo is cast down from Olympus. He must learn to survive in the 
modern world until he can somehow find a way to regain Zeus's favor. 
 
Red: The True Story of Red Riding Hood 620L   by Liesi Shurtliff 
Followed by a wolf, a huntsman, and a porridge-sampling nuisance called Goldie, Red embarks on a quest to 
find a magical cure for her ailing grandmother. 
 
The Wild Robot 740L      by Peter Brown  
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why 
she is there, and her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile 
inhabitants. 
 

Non-Fiction 
Iron Rails, Iron Men, and the Race to Link the Nation: The Story of the Transcontinental Railroad     
   1230L      by Martin W. Sandler 
1850s: Two rival companies accomplished the impossible—they tunneled through mountains and constructed 
the highest-ever bridges to connect 1,800 miles of America by rail.  
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Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: The Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement    820L 

by Carole Boston Weatherford 
Stirring poems and stunning collage illustrations combine to celebrate the life of Fannie Lou Hamer, a 
champion of equal voting rights. 
 
Hot Pink: The Life and Fashions of Elsa Schiaparelli  1030L by Susan Goldman Rubin 
Shocking pink—hot pink, as it is called today—was the signature color of Elsa Schiaparelli (1890–1973) and perhaps her greatest 
contribution to the fashion world. Schiaparelli was one of the most innovative designers in the early 20th century. Many design 
elements that are taken for granted today she created and brought to the forefront of fashion. She is credited with many firsts: trompe 
l’oeil sweaters with collars and bows knitted in; wedge heels; shoulder bags; and even the concept of a runway show for presenting 
collections.  
 
Hitler's Last Days: The Death of the Nazi Regime and the World's Most Notorious Dictator  1160L 
         by Bill O’Reilly  
Hitler's Last Days is a gripping account of the death of one of the most reviled villains of the 20th century―a 
man whose regime of murder and terror haunts the world even today. 
 
Inside Biosphere 2: Earth Science Under Glass    1060L  by Mary Kay Carson 
In the Arizona desert, scientists conduct studies and experiments aimed to help us better understand our 
environment and what sort of things are happening to it due to climate change. The location is Biosphere 2, an 
immense structure that contains a replica ocean, savannah, and rainforest, among other Earth biomes. It’s a 
unique take on the Scientists in the Field mission statement — in this case, the lab is a replica that allows the 
scientists to conduct large-scale experiments that would otherwise be impossible. 
 
Smart and Spineless: Exploring Invertebrate Intelligence 1210L by Ann Downer 
Although invertebrates usually have tiny, simple brains—or no brains at all—their unique forms of intelligence 
are inspiring new technologies designed to improve humans’ lives. 
 
The Mystery of Life: How Nothing Became Everything     830L  by Jan Paul Schutten 
“Yes, even Lady Gaga is made up of atoms.” Atoms are the basis of every living and non-living thing on Earth, 
but where and how did life begin—and how do we know?  
 
Been There, Done That: Writing Stories from Real Life 860L by Mike Winchell 
In this original anthology, twenty-one middle-grade authors—including Gary D. Schmidt, Adam Rex, and Lisa 
Yee—each tell two stories: one autobiographical and another inspired by their nonfiction account.  
 
Choosing Courage    1150L     by Peter Collier 
How does an ordinary person become a hero? It happens in a split second, a moment of focus and clarity, when 
a choice is made. Here are the gripping accounts of Medal of Honor recipients who demonstrated guts and 
selflessness on the battlefield and confronted life-threatening danger to make a difference. 
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